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The following is an email I sent to my supervisor (and ARS administrators) documenting 

that Dr. Pantoja had deliberately decreased my laboratory space from 200 sq ft of 

independent lab in Fairbanks to 45 sq ft of benchtop space in a shared lab in Kodiak. This 

change impacted my entire research program. 

______________________________________________________________ 
Subject: Mid-year Review (23 April 2010) 

From: "Bower, Cindy" <Cindy.Bower@ars.usda.gov> 

Date: Fri, 23 Apr 2010 16:36:38 -0600 

To: "Pantoja, Alberto" <Alberto.Pantoja@ars.usda.gov> 

CC: "Hammond, Andrew" <Andrew.Hammond@ars.usda.gov>, "Matteri, Robert" 

<Robert.Matteri@ars.usda.gov>, "Whalen, Maureen" <Maureen.Whalen@ars.usda.gov> 
 

Alberto, 

This email is to document that we met today (23 April 2010 @1:30) to discuss my mid-year 

review. I provided you with an overview of my current accomplishments in advance and asked 

for feedback at our meeting. You provided none. 
 

I also sent you a list of questions (in advance), which I hoped we could discuss. However, your 

responses were not adequate. For example, you absolutely refused to acknowledge that my actual 

lab space would be decreasing from 200 sq ft of independent lab in Fairbanks to 45 sq ft of 

benchtop space in a shared lab in Kodiak. It is unreasonable to believe that this change will not 

impact my research program. 
 

My future travel requests (submitted to you, as requested on February 12th), were also not 

adequately addressed. I was told merely to submit them all now with no regard for my travel 

priorities and no guarantee of approval for any specific request. 
 

I also was not told whether my current technician would continue to draw salary from the 

Aquaculture program’s funding, and therefore continue to work on my research this summer here 

in Fairbanks. It’s true that you are the fundholder and therefore have the authority to reassign her 

to another program (such as IPM). However, I believe we can both agree that losing my trained 

technician while waiting for the 2011 ARMPs budget to be approved would be highly detrimental 

to my research program. 
 

ARS has placed you in a position to severely damage my research program by withholding 

resources such as space, technical support, and funding. As always, your presence at my mid-year 

review represents a serious conflict of interest, since I named you as a respondent in all of my (as 

yet unresolved) EEO complaints. After such an unsuccessful interaction today, I could not in 

good conscience sign the midyear-review paperwork. 

_____ 

Cindy 
 

Cindy Bower, Ph.D. 

USDA Agricultural Research Service 

PO Box 757200 

Fairbanks, AK 99775-7200  

Phone: (907) 474-6732 

Email: Cindy.Bower@ars.usda.gov



!"#$%&'()*+,-((

.//,'01(2,'-&#3(45*67,$(8()(9:(;<==>(

?6$*@,-(;:9:(

(

)*'&.,$527'&21#5$1,+'#2+0'3,/'.28-927' 
 

Q-&*-( $*( -,0*6'$&*#( $*(R*B&'7I( A( /-*H&B,B( $,6%#&6'0( '#B( 'BM&#&1$-'$&H,( 1C/,-H&1&*#(

D*-('(SFT<(F$CB,#$('#B('(SFTU()&*0*3&6'0( F6&,#6,(V,6%#&6&'#( 4'0$%*C3%(;:W(*D( $%,(

$,6%#&6&'#X1( $&M,(+'1( B&H,-$,B( D-*M(M"( 0'@( @"(M"( 1C/,-H&1*-( D*-( '( #*#T-,1,'-6%(

6*00'$,-'0( BC$"( '11&3#M,#$( D*-( $%,( E#&$>K( ?#( YC#,( <$%I( ;:9:I( '00( $-'&#,B( $,6%#&6'0(

1C//*-$(+'1(+&$%B-'+#(@"(.GF(+%,#( A(+'1( $-'#1D,--,B( D-*M(Z'&-@'#71( $*(R*B&'7(

A10'#BK( ( V%&1(+'1( [C1$( '#*$%,-( B,M*#1$-'$&*#( *D( B&16-&M&#'$&*#( @"(M"( 1C/,-H&1*-I(

1&#6,( M"( 6*T+*-7,-( 4Q,$,-( ),6%$,0>( -,$'&#,B( @*$%( *D( %&1( $-'&#,BI( Q%K5KT0,H,0(

0'@*-'$*-"(/,-1*##,0(BC-&#3($%,($-'#1D,-K( A#(D'6$I(5-K(),6%$,0(+'1('00*+,B($*(\@,#B(

$%,(-C0,1]('#B(,^$,#B(%&1(/*1$TB*6(4V,B(_C>(D*-(1&^(M*#$%1(@,"*#B($%,(M'^&MCM(LT

",'-('//*&#$M,#$I($*(6*#$&#C,(+-&$&#3(-,1,'-6%(-,1C0$1('#B($*('11&1$(+&$%(,JC&/M,#$(

1,$TC/( &#( R*B&'7K( 5-K( ),6%$,0X1( *$%,-( Q%K5K( ,M/0*",,( +'1( %&-,B( '1( '( /*1$TB*6( &#(

R*B&'7I( $*( ,#1C-,( -,1,'-6%( 6*#$&#C&$"( &#( %&1( 0'@*-'$*-"X1( #,+( 0*6'$&*#K( 2*+,H,-I(

B,1/&$,(M"( #CM,-*C1( -,JC,1$1( $*( 5-K( Q'#$*['I( 4'17&#3( &D( M"( $,6%#&6&'#( +*C0B( @,(

'00*+,B( $*( 6*#$&#C,(+*-7&#3( D*-(M"(/-*3-'M( &#(Z'&-@'#71( $%-*C3%(.C3C1$(;:9:>I(

5-K( Q'#$*['( 6*MM'#B,,-,B( $%,( *$%,-( `:W( *D( M"( $-'&#,B( $,6%#&6&'#X1( $&M,I( @"(

-,'11&3#&#3(%,-($*(%&1(*+#(-,1,'-6%(/-*3-'M(*#(YC#,(L$%K(2&1(1C33,1$&*#(+'1($%'$(A(

%&-,($,M/*-'-"(4C#$-'&#,B>($,6%#&6'0(%,0/(+%,#(A('--&H,B(&#(R*B&'7K((

(

(

:#$/'$56-.8,&$-5'1,5',++'%2'/4%/&,5&$,&27'&#.-4;#'/4%0-25,'-6'<=>'

,78$5$/&.,&$92'02./-552+',57'&#2$.'28,$+'.21-.7/?



!"#$%&'()*+,-((

.//,'01(2,'-&#3(45*67,$(8()(9:(;<==>(

?6$*@,-(;:9:(

(

!8,$+'&#.2,7'/#-3$5;'&#,&'8*',4&#-.$&*'&-'/0257'8*'.2/2,.1#'6457/'3,/'725$27'

(

aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa(

Z-*Mb()*+,-I(!&#B"((

F,#$b(V%C-1B'"I(Z,@-C'-"(9`I(;:9:(Ub=9(.N(

V*b(Q'#$*['I(.0@,-$*(

!6b(),6%$,0I(Q,$,-(

FC@[,6$b(.M,#BM,#$(*D(S'1&D&6'$&*#(F!.(48(<`T<=L9T`TL99>(

((

.0@,-$*I((

.1(-,JC,1$,BI(%,-,(&1('([C1$&D&6'$&*#(4+&$%(1C//*-$&#3(B*6CM,#$1>(D*-('M,#B&#3($%,(

3'1&D&6'$&*#(F!.(+&$%(.#B"(F*-&'K(((

(

YC1$&D&6'$&*#b(

F/,6&D&6(!**/,-'$&H,(.3-,,M,#$(8(<`T<=L9T`TL99(4S'1&D&6'$&*#(*D(F'0M*#(

Q-*6,11&#3(_'1$,($*(Q*+,-(S-,,#%*C1,1(&#(.0'17'>(+'1(&#&$&'00"($*(@,(DC#B,B('$('(

0,H,0(*D(c;<I:::(/,-(",'-(D*-($+*(",'-1(4c<:I:::($*$'0>K(.0$%*C3%($%,($&$0,(1$&00(-,$'&#1(

$%,(/-*[,6$d1(*-&3&#'0(-,1,'-6%(&#$,#$(4/*+,-&#3(3-,,#%*C1,1(&#(.0'17'>I($%,(DC#B&#3(

+'1(-,BC6,B($*(c;<I:::(D*-(*#,(",'-I(+&$%('(6*--,1/*#B&#3(B,6-,'1,(&#($%,(16*/,(*D(

+*-7I(41,,('$$'6%,B(F!.a<`T<=L9T`TL99K/BD>K(

((

V%,(6C--,#$(3'1&D&6'$&*#(F!.(&1('6$&H,(C#$&0(.C3C1$(=91$(;:9:I('0$%*C3%($%,(+*-7(%'1(

@,,#(6*M/0,$,B('#B('00(*D($%,(*@[,6$&H,1(%'H,(@,,#(DC0D&00,BI(41,,('$$'6%,B(

.##C'0G,/*-$a9aF*-&'KB*6>K(2*+,H,-I(B,1/&$,($%,(*-&3&#'0(3-,,#%*C1,T@'1,B($&$0,I(

#,&$%,-(*D($%,(F!.d1($+*(M'#C16-&/$1(B,16-&@,1(%*+($%&1(-,1,'-6%(/-*[,6$(6'#(,^$,#B(

$%,(3-*+&#3(1,'1*#(*D(3-,,#%*C1,1(&#(-C-'0(.0'17'K(5-K(.#B"(F*-&'(4$%,(F!.d1(QA>(%'1(

1/,#$('00(*D($%,(c;<I:::('00*6'$,B($*($%,(/-*[,6$($*(6*M/0,$,(%&1(*@0&3'$&*#1(C#B,-(

$%,(*-&3&#'0(F!.K(

((

V%,-,(&1('#(*//*-$C#&$"(D*-(5-K(F*-&'($*(+-&$,('#('//0&,B(/C@0&6'$&*#(@'1,B(*#(%&1(

3'1&D&6'$&*#(-,1,'-6%K(A('M(/-*/*1&#3($%'$('(*#,T$&M,('BB&$&*#(*D(c;I<::(D-*M(M"(

6C--,#$('00*6'$,B(-,1,'-6%I($-'H,0I(*-(1C//0&,1(@CB3,$(#*+(@,($-'#1D,--,B($*($%,(

3'1&D&6'$&*#(/-*[,6$K(V%&1(+&00(-,1C0$(&#('(/,,-T-,H&,+,B(/C@0&6'$&*#($%'$(*DD,-1('(

/-'6$&6'0(B,1&3#(D*-(C$&0&e&#3(3'1&D&6'$&*#($,6%#*0*3"($*(,^$,#B($%,(3-*+&#3(1,'1*#(*D(

-C-'0(3-,,#%*C1,1(&#(.0'17'K(5-K(F*-&'(%'1(&#B&6'$,B($%'$(c;I<::(+&00(,#'@0,(%&M($*(

B,0&H,-($%,(/'/,-('BB-,11&#3('//0&6'$&*#(*D($%,(3'1&D&6'$&*#(/-*[,6$($*(,#,-3"(#,,B1(

&#(-C-'0(.0'17'K(

((

A(@,0&,H,(DC#B&#3(5-K(F*-&'d1(-,JC,1$(-,/-,1,#$1('#(,^6,00,#$(C1,(*D(.GF(DC#B1('#B(

/-*H&B,1('(@&3(@'#3(D*-($%,(@C671K(V%,(/-'6$&6'0(/C@0&6'$&*#(+&00(%'H,(-,0,H'#6,($*(

M'#"(1M'00('#B(-,M*$,(#'$&H,(.0'17'(H&00'3,1K(V%&1(/-*[,6$(B*,1(#*$(-,JC&-,(#,+(

DC#B&#3('1($%,(M*#,"(&1('0-,'B"(&#(M"(-,1,'-6%(@CB3,$K(ZC-$%,-M*-,I(#*(#,+(F!.(

*@[,6$&H,1('-,(-,JC&-,BI(1&#6,('(1&M/0,('//0&6'$&*#(6*M/*#,#$(6'#(@,('BB,B($*('#(

,^&1$&#3(*@[,6$&H,K((



!"#$%&'()*+,-((

.//,'01(2,'-&#3(45*67,$(8()(9:(;<==>(

?6$*@,-(;:9:(

(

((

A#DC1&#3(c;I<::(&#$*($%,(6C--,#$(3'1&D&6'$&*#(F!.(+&00(-,1C0$(&#('(/C@0&6'$&*#($%'$(6'#(

@,(C1,B(@"('BM&#&1$-'$&H,(/,-1*##,0(+%*('-,(&#$,-,1$,B(&#('//0"&#3($%&1($,6%#*0*3"(

$*(%,'$(3-,,#%*C1,1(&#(-C-'0(6*MMC#&$&,1K(

(

A(%*/,("*C(+&00(6*#1&B,-(M"(-,JC,1$K(

aaaaa(

!&#B"(

((

!&#B"()*+,-I(Q%K5K(

EF5.(.3-&6C0$C-'0(G,1,'-6%(F,-H&6,((

Q?()*^(U<U;::((

Z'&-@'#71I(.R(ffUU<TU;::(((

Q%*#,b(4f:U>(LULTPU=;(

gM'&0b(!&#B"K)*+,-h'-1KC1B'K3*H(

(

aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa(

Z-*Mb(Q'#$*['I(.0@,-$*((

F,#$b(N*#B'"I(Z,@-C'-"(;;I(;:9:(`b<=(.N(

V*b()*+,-I(!&#B"(

!6b(),6%$,0I(Q,$,-i('0@,-$*K/'#$*['h'-1KC1B'K3*Hi(Y'#&1(!*#$,#$*(

4Y'#&1K!*#$,#$*h.GFKEF5.KS?j>(

FC@[,6$b(Ggb(.M,#BM,#$(*D(S'1&D&6'$&*#(F!.(48(<`T<=L9T`TL99>(

(

(

!&#B"(

((

F*-&'(&1(M'^(*C$(&#(M'$6%&#3(DC#B1('#B(6'##*$(-,6,&H,('BB&$&*#'0(DC#B1('$($%&1($&M,K(

V%,(/-*/*1,B(+*-7(6'#(@,(6*M/0,$,B(&#(#,^$(/%'1,i(%,(+&00(@,(&#('(/*1&$&*#($*(

-,6,&H,(#,+(DC#B1(&#(YC0"(;:9:K(

((

'0@,-$*(

(

aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa(

(

FC@[,6$b(Ggb(.M,#BM,#$(*D(S'1&D&6'$&*#(F!.(48(<`T<=L9T`TL99>(

Z-*Mb((((k)*+,-I(!&#B"k(l!&#B"K)*+,-h'-1KC1B'K3*Hm(

5'$,b((((N*#I(Z,@-C'-"(;;I(;:9:(fb;<('M(

V*b((((((kQ'#$*['I(.0@,-$*k(l.0@,-$*KQ'#$*['h.GFKEF5.KS?jm(

!6b((((((k),6%$,0I(Q,$,-k(lQ,$,-K),6%$,0h.GFKEF5.KS?jm(

(((((((((k!*#$,#$*I(Y'#&1k(lY'#&1K!*#$,#$*h.GFKEF5.KS?jm(

(

.0@,-$*I(

n*C-(0,$$,-(&M/0&,1($%'$(c;I<::(DC#B&#3(+&00(@,(M'B,('H'&0'@0,($*(.#B"(



!"#$%&'()*+,-((

.//,'01(2,'-&#3(45*67,$(8()(9:(;<==>(

?6$*@,-(;:9:(

(

F*-&'(D-*M(M"(-,1,'-6%(@CB3,$(&#(YC0"(;:9:K(AD($%'$(&1(#*$(+%'$("*C(

M,'#$I(/0,'1,(1,#B(M,('(60'-&D&6'$&*#K(V%,(M'$6%&#3(6*#$-&@C$&*#(+&00(

'3'&#(@,b(9>(5-K(F*-&'d1(1'0'-"('#B(@,#,D&$1(BC-&#3(%&1(+*-7(*#($%&1(

/-*[,6$i(;>(F/'6,I(6*M/C$,-('#B(0&@-'-"(-,1*C-6,1($%-*C3%(%&1(E.Z(

B,/'-$M,#$(4FoG.F>i(=>(FC//0&,1I('1(#,,B,BI($*(6*M/0,$,($%,(B,1&3#('#B(

D&#'0&e,($%,(/C@0&6'$&*#K(

(

A(%'H,('0-,'B"(1C@M&$$,B('([C1$&D&6'$&*#(D*-($%,(D&#'0(/%'1,(*D($%&1(

/-*[,6$K(5*("*C(-,JC&-,('#"('BB&$&*#'0(&#D*-M'$&*#(*-(6'#(A('11CM,($%'$(

'(c;I<::(6%,67(+&00(@,(B,/*1&$,B(&#(5-K(F*-&'d1(F!.(&#(YC0"(;:9:K(Q0,'1,(

0,$(M,(7#*+K(

(

V%'#71K(

aaaaa(

!&#B"(

aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa(

(

YK(.#B-,1(F*-&'I(Q%5(

.11&1$'#$(Q-*D,11*-(*D(_**B(!%,M&1$-"(

.3-&6C0$C-'0('#B(Z*-,1$-"(g^/,-&M,#$(F$'$&*#(

E#&H,-1&$"(*D(.0'17'(Z'&-@'#71(

9<:f(FK(V-C#7(GBI(Q'0M,-(.R(ffPL<(

V,0(4f:U>(ULPTfL`U(

Z'^(4f:U>(UL<TP;P`(

['1*-&'h'0'17'K,BC(

%$$/1bpp1&$,1K3**30,K6*MbLL=p'p'0'17'K,BCp['1*-&'p(

(

(

?#(Z,@(;;I(;:9:I('$(Lb;U(QNI(@*+,-h1D*1KC'DK,BC(+-*$,b(

(

2&(.#B"I(

A$(0**71(0&7,(.0@,-$*(&1(3*&#3($*(B,0'"(4&K,K(B,#">(DC#B&#3(D*-($%,(/'/,-K(

2,(M,#$&*#,B(YC0"I(@C$($%&1(&1('(+,00T7#*+#($'6$&6(D*-(B,0'"&#3(%&1(-,'0(

-,1/*#1,I(4+%&6%(A(#*+(-,6*3#&e,(+&00(@,(k#,H,-k>K(AdM(1*--"K(

(

AdM(1$&00(0**7&#3(&#$*(*$%,-(*/$&*#1I(@C$(1&#6,(,H,#$C'00"('00($%,(

'//-*H'01(3*($%-*C3%(.0@,-$*I(&$d1('(1'D,(@,$($%'$(%,d00(1$*/('00(/-*3-,11(

#*(M'$$,-(+%'$(A($-"K(4o*$,($*(1,0Db(&$(B*,1#d$(/'"($*(D&0,('#(gg?(

6*M/0'&#$('3'&#1$("*C-(@*11K>(A([C1$(+'#$,B($*(0,$("*C(7#*+(%*+(/**-0"(M"(

'$$,M/$1(%'H,(@,,#(3*&#3K(A(%*/,($%&#31('-,(@,$$,-(B*+#(&#(Q'0M,-K(

(

V'7,(6'-,I(

(aaaaa(

!&#B"(


